Ideas to Help Your Child with Language and Literacy Development.
· Continue to share stories at home with your child. Asking ‘Who’? ‘What’? ‘Where?’ and ‘How?’ questions at the end of the story. This will help with your child’s comprehension skills.
· Help your child to recognise their own name and logos in the environment: eg: Tesco, Asda Heinz, etc. Help them to sound out the letter phonetically.
· Continue to sing Nursery Rhymes and favourite songs at home, encouraging your child to identify rhyming words in the songs/rhymes.
· Hide some alphabet sounds in the house or garden, make a treasure map to guide your child to them.
· Use foam letters in the bath, give your child a water pistol or spray bottle. Ask them to shoot a specific letter sound.
· Encourage your child to hold a pencil correctly allow them to experiment making marks on paper attempting to form alphabetical shapes.
· Put a small amount of shaving foam on a tray and ask your child what letters they can write using their fingers.
· Chalk letters outside encourage your child to jump/bounce a ball/ squirt with a water pistol/gun specific letters. Ask them to Say the sounds as they do it.
· Write some sounds on Ping Pong Balls sit the balls on golf tees ask your child to shoot a sound. Again saying the sound as they do it.
· Gather together some items starting with s, a, t, i, p, n set them out on table/floor. Play a game of eye spy. 
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· Sing number songs/rhymes to help your child count to 10 forwards and backwards
· Count how many chips/peas/pasta shapes they have left on their plate.
· Count to 10 when climbing up stairs/steps. Count backwards from 10 when coming back down stairs/steps.
· Talk to your child about the different shapes they can see when you are at home or out in the environment. ( Circle, Square, Triangle and rectangle when they know other three.)
· Help your child to understand the concept of one more or one less
· Eg: when building with lego or duplo ask them to add one more or take one away to have one less.
· Play games with your child asking them to sort out the heavy items and the light items eg. The contents of your food cupboard.
· When playing in the bath ask them to fill, empty or half fill jugs/bottles/cups
· Use foam numbers in the bath give your child a water pistol to shoot a specific number. Help them to recognise numbers to 5.
· Some of the activities for Language and Literacy will also work for number recognition. By replacing sounds for numbers.

