Spring 2020
Following our successful parent’s week, I’ve been asked by some parents to provide ideas as to how they can help their child moving forward. Here are a few ideas I’ve put together to guide you on how you can help your child at home. I hope they are useful. By working together we’ll make a difference.
Language
Read High frequency words, with pace and confidence - there is a set of High Frequency words at each child’s appropriate level in their reading bag (Please could you ensure these are left in your child’s file for a staff to use at school.) You could make flashcards using these words (on the back of an old cereal packet/ or write then on post it notes etc). In class, we enjoy using these words to play ‘splat’, I spy, lotto etc. We also use the word mats to play look and find games – such as ‘can you find the word x? Can you read the word/ below above x, which word is in between x and x?
Once confident reading these words they could attempt to write them down, especially the tricky words- the pupils love going on tricky word hunts in class or hunting for words with a chosen digraph ( ur, oa, oi,  etc  or trigraph, igh, ear, ure ) in them. In class we have a sound of the week the pupils add to the chart every time they hear or read a word with the weeks focus sound in it.
Sentence building – Write a sentence (from a book or one the child has made up) onto a piece of paper/ card. Cut up each sentence into single words and mix up the sentence. Can your child put the sentence back together again?  Could they substitute (change) one of the words for another familiar /decodable word to create a new sentence that makes sense? How could they extend the sentence?
Play the description game – look at the picture / object / scene – can they describe it? How many descriptive words can they think of? 
Practise writing their full name, using appropriate capital / small letters.
Practise writing letters correctly (see pack issued in the Autumn term for letter formation rhymes for lowercase lettering) We‘re also practising our uppercase letters too (ABC..).
Use the Letters and Sounds website/ app working on phase 3 and 4 - Phoneme pop, dragon’s eggs, buried treasure, dinosaur roar, word substitution are some of the many games we enjoy in class. You could also try Oxford Owl, Phonics Play and Phonics Bloom websites too. There are also some fabulous activities on Topmarks literacy too.
Maths
Reading o’clock and half past on an Analogue and Digital clock.
Money – play shop, adding 2 or 3 prices together to make simple totals within 20p. Can they give you the correct coins to pay for the items?
 Play shop adding 2 prices together to make a total and give change from 10p. In class we’ve started writing simple receipts too.
Find equivalents – How many different ways can you make 5p, 7p, 10p etc using 1ps, 2ps, 5 ps and 10ps? (up to 20p for a challenge.)
How many 3d shapes can they find around your house? Can they find a cylinder, cube, cuboid, cone, sphere, triangular prism, pyramid? In school we describe these shapes using the number of faces, edges, corners etc for example – I m thinking of a shape, it’s a 3d shape, it has 6 square faces, 12 straight edges, 8 corners. I do not roll. What’s my shape? or I describe the shape and pupils are encouraged to find it from the shape bag? Or I hide a shape in a bag and the pupils are encouraged to recognise it by touch and describe it to their friends.
Use a ruler to draw lines – just the simple act of holding and drawing lines using a ruler. (The actual skill of measuring will be introduced in year 2.)  Can they draw a line shorter / longer/ the same length? Can they make a pattern with the lines? Can they draw vertical and horizontal lines?
We also use dice to create sums – roll 3 times adding the digits together. The children love being in charge of their own learning. This will help with double recognition too.
We also write number stories. Children choose a number below 10. Then write the number story associated with it e.g the story of 4 . there are 5 different ways of making 4 using 2 numbers when adding. (look on twinkl website for ideas)
There are many fantastic interactive maths games to play on the Top Marks website – check it out! We like playing the sequencing and ordering games plus the Toy Shop and Time games, there are many more we plan to explore too! 

Additional Extras
We enjoy playing on the Scratch Jr app, it’s free to download. We’ve recently learnt how to choose and remove characters, add a background, create a sound link and add directional arrows to make our characters move. It’s a new skill for us in class but the children are very keen to develop their coding skills. We‘ll continue to develop our skills and confidence with our coding skills by using this program in class. I
We also enjoy using the ‘Pentre Bach’ interactive game on Hwb. We play these games in Welsh and English, it helps us to consolidate key computational skills.
The ‘Twinkl’ website has a parents section that will provide lots of ideas and resources for each age group.
Don’t forget CBBC and BBC Bitesize also have lots of activities for your child to develop their skills in a range of subjects not just Maths and Literacy!

 Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @williamstown1_2  for up to date news on our learning and experiences.
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Happy Home Learning.

Mrs Thomas x




