
Cost of the School Day
Williamstown Primary School
1. Introduction
The Cost of the School Day (CoSD) refers to the financial pressures and barriers faced by pupils and families in accessing all aspects of school life. At Williamstown Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that no pupil is disadvantaged due to their financial circumstances. This document outlines the key considerations, challenges, and actions the school takes to minimise cost-related barriers.

2. School Context
Williamstown Primary School serves a diverse community with varying socio-economic circumstances. The school operates mixed-age classes, which influences curriculum planning, resource use, and opportunities for shared provision to reduce costs.
The school aligns its provision with the Curriculum for Wales and places strong emphasis on equity, inclusion, and pupil wellbeing.

3. Areas Where Costs May Arise
Costs can occur across several aspects of school life, including:
3.1 Uniform
· Branded items (if required)
· Replacement of worn clothing
· Footwear and seasonal items

3.2 Learning Materials and Activities
· Contributions towards trips and visits
· Special curriculum enrichment activities
· Homework materials or digital access requirement

3.3 Food and Drink
· School meals and packed lunches
· Snacks or special event food days

3.4 Extra-Curricular Activities
· Clubs requiring equipment or fees
· Transport for competitions or events

3.5 Digital Access
· Access to devices or the internet for home learning
· Online platforms and subscriptions

3.6 Social and Emotional Impacts
· Pressure to conform (e.g. non-uniform days, themed events)
· Participation in celebrations or fundraising activities

4. Principles Guiding Practice
Williamstown Primary School follows key principles to reduce the cost burden:
· Equity: All pupils should have equal access to opportunities.
· Discretion: Support is provided sensitively and confidentially.
· Inclusivity: No activity is dependent on ability to pay.
· Transparency: Clear communication with families regarding costs.
· Flexibility: Multiple options are provided where possible.

5. Actions we take to reduce costs
5.1 Uniform
· Maintain a low-cost uniform policy – children do not require specific badged items (Badged jumper optional).
· Provide access to second-hand uniform through school.
· Avoid requiring expensive or specialist items
5.2 Curriculum and Trips
· Plan low-cost or free enrichment opportunities
· Subsidise trips where possible using school private fund
· Offer staged payments or voluntary contributions
· Ensure no pupil is excluded due to inability to pay
5.3 Classroom Practice
· Provide essential learning materials within school
· Avoid homework tasks requiring significant financial input
5.4 Digital Inclusion
· Provide access to school devices where needed
· Offer alternatives to online-only homework
· Support families with guidance on free platforms
5.5 Food Provision
· Promote uptake of free school meals
· Provide support for families experiencing food insecurity where appropriate 
5.6 Extra-Curricular Activities
· Offer a range of free clubs where possible
· Provide equipment for use during clubs
5.7 Fundraising and Events
· Ensure participation is not dependent on spending money
· Offer non-monetary ways to engage
· Keep suggested contributions optional and affordable

6. Role of Staff and Leadership
All staff at Williamstown Primary School have a responsibility to:
· Be aware of the financial pressures on families
· Plan learning with cost in mind
· Avoid assumptions about pupils’ access to resources at home
· Promote inclusive practices in all aspects of school life

Senior leaders will:
· Monitor the impact of cost-related strategies
· Engage with families to understand barriers
· Align planning with the School Development Plan and wellbeing priorities

7. Engagement with Families
The school works in partnership with families to:
· Communicate clearly about costs in advance
· Gather feedback on financial pressures
· Signpost support services where appropriate

8. Monitoring and Evaluation
The Cost of the School Day will be monitored through:
· Pupil voice
· Parent feedback
· Staff reflection
· Participation data in activities and trips
· 
Findings will inform ongoing improvements and be linked to wider school priorities, including wellbeing, equity, and Curriculum for Wales implementation.

9. Conclusion
Williamstown Primary School is committed to reducing the financial barriers faced by pupils and families. By embedding Cost of the School Day considerations into all aspects of school life, the school aims to create a fully inclusive environment where all learners can thrive
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