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Early Years Information – September 2025

Dear Parent/Carer,
I am writing to you regarding a number of concerns that have been brought to my attention by your Parent Council representative and other parents. I fully understand the frustrations that some families have experienced throughout this past year and I would like to sincerely apologise for any frustration or disappointment that has been caused.
However, an apology is only the first step. I recognise that, as a school, we must work to rebuild trust and confidence with our families. I have always believed that I should accept nothing less for your children than I would for my own, and I understand that this commitment may not always have been reflected in your experiences. Our priority is to provide every child with a safe, happy and engaging learning experience, while ensuring that parents have complete confidence in the care and education we provide.
Following discussions with the Senior Leadership Team and other colleagues, a number of changes will be implemented from September:
1. Miss Hodgkins' and Mrs Jenkins' classes will combine to form one Early Years Unit, operating across both classrooms. This provision will be designed to meet the learning and wellbeing needs of every child at their individual stage of development.
2. Miss Katie Hodgkins will lead the Early Years Unit across both classrooms. She will have overall responsibility for teaching, learning and additional learning needs (ALN). Miss Hodgkins is a highly experienced teacher who has been part of our school community for many years. She has significant Early Years expertise and a deep understanding of the foundations children need to thrive.
3. Mrs Rebecca Jenkins will be the lead practitioner within the Nursery provision on a day-to-day basis. She will be your main point of contact during the school day and will play a key role in supporting both the learning and wellbeing of your children. Many of you will already know Mrs Jenkins through Baby Group and her work across the school. She is an experienced and nurturing HLTA who understands the importance of strong parental engagement and partnership. She is skilled at creating learning environments and opportunities that meet the needs of all children.
4. Mrs Ahern, Mrs Yeates and Mrs Clayton will be the Learning Support Assistants primarily based in the Nursery classroom, while Mrs Williams and Mrs Lane will be primarily based in the Reception classroom.
5. Google Classroom will be used from the first day of term to ensure that parents are kept informed about the activities, learning experiences and achievements taking place throughout the day.
6. Parents will be invited into school regularly for Stay and Play sessions, providing opportunities to engage in their children's learning and strengthen the home-school partnership.
7. Clear drop-off and collection arrangements will be shared before the start of the autumn term.
8. Parents will be asked to complete a home baseline assessment, which will support the school's own baseline process during your child's first six weeks in school.
9. A curriculum overview will be provided, which will inform parents about the literacy and numeracy focus for each term. 
We hope that these changes will provide reassurance and renewed confidence as we conclude one school year and prepare for a fresh start in September.
Should you have any concerns during the new school year, I would encourage you to discuss them in the first instance with Mrs Jenkins or Miss Hodgkins. If you require any further support or clarification, Mr Lewis will be the Senior Leader with responsibility for pupils aged 3-7.
I would also kindly ask that any messages shared within parent WhatsApp groups remain positive, respectful and courteous. If you do have any concerns, please come and speak to us directly. We are always happy to help, and issues are best resolved through open communication and partnership rather than through online discussion.
We look forward to working closely with you next year as we continue striving to meet the needs of every child in our care.
Many thanks,

Mr. D. Anstee
Headteacher
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